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Preliminary Results of Satellite Tracking
on Ordos Demoiselle Cranes

Guo Yumin' He Fengi®
(1. College of Nature Conservation Beijing Forestry
University Beijing 100083 China;
2. Institute of Zoology Chinese Academy of Sciences
Beijing 100101 China)
For quite a time it is well known that some demoiselle
cranes Anthropoides virgo found nesting on the Ordos up-—
land and its northern skirt of W Inner Mongolia and western

1-2

skirt of Ningxia while in Paul Johnsgard’ s work

Cranes of the World this regional flock or subpopulation of

the crane is described wintering separately and independent—
ly in an area on both sides of the Salween River in central NE
Myanmar and extending into far W Yunnan of SW China ° .

Since the beginning of this century the T — A Nur No.
1148 Ramsar Site as it used to be the most significant breed—
ing site of the relict gull( Larus relictus) almost entirely dried
out and with Suaeda community developed more Demoi—
selle cranes appeared in the locality and some of them nested
there *=° . In July 2015 five adult cranes were captured
being banded and fixed with GPS — GSM transmitter ( Type
HQBP3622 developed in Hunan of S China)
leased.

then re-

Amongst those GPS — GSM equiped cranes one individ—
ual( No. DCO01) died on September 18 and the body was later
on found in a place in central west Orods some 120 km
southwestwards the T —A Nur and it seemed that that bird
once was attacked by the birds of prey.

All the other four cranes( No. DC02 DC03 DCO04
and DCO05) started leaving the Ordos upland during a period
from September 22 to October 5 and they all choosing
Zhongwei of S Ningxia as their first stop for night spending
flying over Gansu on the next day to get into Qinghai the NE
part of the Tibetan Plateau and spending one night or two
nights at Chaka lake shore in Wulan then flying directly to
Anduo of central N Tibet where the No. DCO5 individual
lost no longer of any signals transmitted or received.

The( left) three cranes( No. DC02 DC03 DC04) on
October 4 9 and September 30 respectively got arrived at
Zhongba a locality right by the hill foot of the north slope of
Himalaya roosting at 4 500 —5 100 m and flying over Hi-
malaya on the next day getting to the upper branch of Ganges
river in India then on October 8 — 13 getting arrived at
their wintering place in Gujarat of W India. So roughly it
took some 10 — 13 days different in individuals for those
cranes migrating some 4 650 km from their breeding and sum-
mering habitat to their wintering ground.

The above mentioned three GPS — GSM equiped cranes
(No. DC02 DCO03 DCO04) started their spring migration on
March 17 April 5 and March 25
an absolutely different route than the way they taking in au—

respectively choosing

tumn. First they flew northwestwards into Pakistan over
the Indus river to get into Afghanistan acrossing the Hindu
Kush Mountains and roosting in the surroundings of the Aydar
Kol Lake in Uzbekistan for 9 13 and 3 days respectively.
Then two cranes( No. DC02 DCO03) got into southern Ka—
zakhstan flying eastwards along the north slope of Tianshan
Mountains the border of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan and
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on April 10 and 23 respectively they flying along the lli valley
to get into Xinjiang of NW China and further eastwards into W
Inner Mongolia over two deserts Badain Jaran and Ulan
Buh finally got back to T — A Nur in Ordos. Whilst the third
crane( No. DCO04) stayed in central S Kazakhstan till May 15
took off again towards northeast direction over the Hanas
NR in N Xijiang on May 19 and at last chose Bayankhongor
in Mongolia ( PRM) for summer spending. It took 36 26
and 57 days for these three cranes to end their spring migra—
tion respectively with 6 590 —6 670 km long

When checking The Avifauna of Yunnan China( Vol. |
Non — Passeriformes) it sounds that until mid — 1990s
there had been no record of the demoiselle crane reported in
Yunnan ¢ . While in the beginning of this century records
of the Demoiselle Crane appeared in far NE Yunnan 7 .

Data presented by those three individuals from the de—
moiselle crane Ordos flock have shown that they choosing
quite different route for their migration in spring than in au—
tumn and the two routes made it somewhat a cycle and
therefore we wonder if other demoiselle cranes both breed-
ers and non - breeders inhabiting in Far East Asia would
prefer choosing the same route or not. Anyway this is the
beginning of our work more will be revealed along with the
time going.
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Fig. 1 Sketch map showing the route the Ordos demoiselle crane choosing for migration




